
The GCSE Art class of 2020: 
Sharing their superb work in a virtual exhibition.

Ffion Jones

You can view the Year 11 Art exhibition on My Learning by following this link:

https://woldslearningpartnership.sharepoint.com/sites/WLP-MyLearning/SitePages/Art.aspx
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Thank You
Firstly, all of us here at Woldgate School would like to thank our pupils, students and their 

parents for engaging so brilliantly with the My Learning platform and Class Charts. In 
these challenging times it is so good to see so many of you are accessing the lessons on My 

Learning and then sending work to your teachers via Class Charts.

Secondly, don’t forget to enter the:

Creative Writing Competition

• Open to all years

• Entries will be judged in three groups: Year 7, Years 8 and 9 and Years 10 and 11

• Your task is to describe a perfect summer’s day

• Entries should be up to 500 words long

• Aim to make the reader feel as if they are being transported to a warm and 
beautiful summer scene

• Merits will be awarded for all entries

• Prizes will be available for the top three entries in each key stage

THE DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES IS NEXT FRIDAY, 22nd JANUARY.

Contributions to the Newsletter and entries to the creative writing competition can 
be emailed to: office@woldgate.net and marked ‘FAO Mr Crisp’.

Newsletter
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JOIN US
Our Sixth Form is a professional learning environment where students are challenged and supported 

to achieve academically, and to grow personally. It is incredibly important to us that we provide 

opportunities for our students to develop key transferable skills, fostering independence and a life-

long love of learning. We deliver an excellent standard of teaching and learning in a supported, caring 

environment, ensuring that all our students achieve their full potential. Our enrichment opportunities 

are second to none, with an enormous range of activities available to students, from volunteering and 

work experience placements to in-class support and student mentoring. Our students are proud of the 

community in which they live and study, and it is very important to them to have the opportunity to 

give something back; an attitude we strongly encourage. We know that Sixth Form is an opportunity 

for students to develop their whole self and to grow their aspirations. We believe wholeheartedly in the 

ability and dedication of our students, and encourage self-belief, confidence and ambition. 

To apply for a place, complete our initial application form which can be found here:

APPLY HERE

Sixth Form Prospectus - Click Here
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If you have aspirations to work in the 
Police Force, legal profession or forensic 
sciences, or have a keen interest in crime 
and criminal behaviour, then this course 
could be perfect for you.

Knowing about the wide range of different crimes 

and the reasons people have for not reporting 

such crimes will provide an understanding of the 

complexity of behaviours and social implications of 

crimes and criminality. You will also practise creating 

a crime-focused media campaign of your own.

How do we decide what behaviour is criminal? 

How do we explain why people commit crime? 

Criminologists have produced theoretical 

explanations of why people commit crime and in 

this unit you will explore them and assess which are 

the most useful.

You will discover the investigative techniques 

available to investigators to help identify the culprit 

in a crime. You will examine the many stages of the 

criminal trial process and learn about the roles of 

people involved. You will develop a clear insight into 

what happens from when a crime is detected to a 

guilty or non-guilty verdict being delivered.

Criminology
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This new and innovative course will 
allow you to explore a wide range of film 
genres, history and styles. Taking a wide 
view of the history and genre of film and 
an in-depth focus on the craft of film 
making with the opportunity to create 
work of your own as part of the course. 

Film is one of the main cultural innovations of 

the 20th century and a major art form of the last 

hundred years. Those who study it characteristically 

bring with them a high degree of enthusiasm and 

excitement for what is a powerful and culturally 

significant medium, inspiring a range of responses 

from the emotional to the reflective. Film Studies 

consequently makes an important contribution 

to the curriculum, offering the opportunity to 

investigate how film works both as a medium of 

representation and as an aesthetic medium. 

Pupils are offered opportunities to study mainstream 

American films from the past and the present as well 

as a range of recent and contemporary British films, 

American independent films and global films, both 

non-English language and English language. The 

historical range of film represented in those films is 

extended by the study of silent film and significant 

film movements so that learners can gain a sense 

of the development of film from its early years to its 

still emerging digital future. Studies in documentary, 

Film Studies

experimental and short films add to the breadth of 

the learning experience. Production work is a crucial 

part of this specification and is integral to learners’ 

study of film. Studying a diverse range of films from 

several different contexts is designed to give learners 

the opportunity to apply their knowledge and 

understanding of how films are constructed to their 

own filmmaking and screenwriting.
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Achieve your 
FULL 
POTENTIAL

@EYSixthForm

eysixthform

Contact info

To visit our new Sixth Form site, read the 

prospectus, and watch our Sixth Form and 

subject videos:

Enter the Sixth Portal via the school website  

www.woldgate.net

Or phone to speak to the Sixth Form Team  

07790 987009
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Cont. Over

Working from Home
A selection of the excellent work being completed at home by our pupils and students - Mrs 
Shearing wanted to share some RS work completed at home to the highest standards by Hattie Ella 
in Year 9 and Rosie Kennedy in Year 11
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Mrs McMurdo wanted to 
highlight some English work 
completed by Kyle Davis in Year 
11. Kyle has made significant 
progress this year and his 
anecdote is so effective, it is 
worthy of recognition.

Swimming in the sea is 
dangerous….
Picture the scene: I was swimming along nicely, enjoying the 
water, then suddenly I wasn’t. The rush of the of the cold dark 
waves crashing against my face, the saltwater stinging my eyes; 
the riptide pulling me out to sea, it’s like a force that you can’t 
see or fight against, it’s like an invisible rope pulling me out 
further. 

I am trying so hard to fight against it, it’s tiring, so tiring. I 
am fighting a losing battle. The sea has me in its grip and not 
letting go anytime soon. The deep blue sea is getting colder 
the further I am dragged out. I am out of my depth, the sandy 
shore… I can just see it in the distance. I am now filled with 
fear: will I ever get myself back to dry land? Who would have 
thought that swimming in the sea is dangerous? I didn’t but I do 
now!

Finally, here is a superb picture 
from Karolina Stonciute in Year 
13, sent in to Mrs Draper as part 
of her A level Art work.

Newsletter
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Year 8 Clock 
Project
Since the beginning of Term, Year 8’s have been working 

hard on their Technology Projects. Pupils were briefed with 

a task of designing and making a clock for a chosen client, 

using a compliant material, such as paper, card, board or 

foam or any recycled materials they could find suitable for 

their products.

Again, just like the Year 7’s, with no access to the workshop, 

pupils have followed the design process and have produced 

some exemplary pieces of work. I have seen existing 

products being analysed by pupils, gaining inspiration for 

their own work.

Collages produced and again, sources of inspiration 

highlighted to show their thought processes….

Moodboards of 
inspiration to help 
with the flow of 
Design Ideas.

When pupils thought about their clients, they looked 

at their needs and wants and produced detailed 

specifications listing all of their requirements for their 

clock.

Using an 
acronym called 
ACCESS FM to 
write a Design 
Criteria.

Pupils have really shown their ability to self-assess their own 

work, as well as responding to targets set by their peers 

too. This was particularly evident when pupils produced 

their design ideas, showing a range of creative, imaginative 

and truly inspiring designs. These ideas were critically 

analysed by not just the teacher, but by themselves and 

peers too and all targets 

suggested, trialled, 

modelled and improved 

upon. Again, this iterative 

design process, just like 

the Year 7’s undertook 

with their LED torches, 

produces the best results, 

with faults and flaws been 

worked out and improved 

upon…

Cont. Over
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Design ideas showing self and peer assessments. 
Targets to improve then carried out too:

Rosette inspired Clock, a modelled 
design idea using paper.

Assessment work suggested to 
trial a more robust material and to 

experiment with the fluted edges of 
the rosette.

The rosette design idea, re-modelled following the 
iterative design process - A continual tweaking, re-
visiting and improving to get the best possible results.

Design ideas transforming 
from a 2 dimensional format 
to a 3D tangible object:

Newsletter
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Pupils were shown lots of modelling and demonstrations 

for different ideas and techniques for making, adapting and 

overcoming obstacles so barriers to making were knocked 

down by the resilient pupils. 

Demonstration of how recycled materials could 
be a sustainable option in student’s designing 

and making work:

Despite missing lots of lessons due to isolation periods, 

pupils continued to watch making videos on the My 

Learning website and showed their perseverance in 

carrying on with their making at home. Lots of amazing 

outcomes have been seen and so much progress made. I 

have been brought close to tears, at times, by the effort and 

dedication by pupils.

Take a look at their 
fantastic outcomes:
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This week, the school launched its live ‘Wonder’ lectures for children and it was wonderful to listen 
to a highly experienced colleague, talk with huge passion about their love of Shakespeare, the 
hidden meanings within the text and the wonderful use of language. I know the many lectures to 
come will also enhance the national curriculum, providing our children with a unique opportunity 
to share with colleagues a passion for learning, in a forum that allows colleagues the freedom to 
share their own professional areas of interest within their subject disciplines. Alongside Mr Crisp, 
who I know spent hours preparing for this event, I would like to thank the technical support team 
and colleagues who helped create such a professional and polished lecture, that reminded me of the 
Royal Institute Christmas Lectures, I watched as a child.

We will also see the subject tutorials launching shortly and an opportunity for children to meet with subject specialists, to ask 

questions and explore areas of the work they have studied through the MyLearning platform. In addition, the seminars will 

also bring together children with their Head of School and Care and Achievement Coordinator, plus fellow pupils and friends, 

to support with learning but also to provide that opportunity to interact with other children.

Our children in school, those of Critical Workers and the vulnerable, are also making good progress and although school 

clearly feels very different, it is wonderful to see them also settling into the new routines. I’m clearly very grateful to 

colleagues who continue to provide this tuition and support in school, while also providing remote learning for the majority 

of our children. I would particularly like to recognise the commitment of our ‘Critical Worker’ parents who continue to work 

on the frontline and to reassure you that we will do our very best to support you in continuing to serve our community and 

our most vulnerable, during this time of national crisis.

Our testing centre is also progressing and our school has already established the ‘Lateral Flow Covid-19’ facilities, with 

colleagues and our fabulous volunteers starting their training shortly, now the materials are available on-line. If you have 

volunteered and have not been contacted, then please be reassured we will email shortly, once those leading the centres 

have undergone the induction process. Our intent is, subject to potential government announcements, to 

Executive 
Headteacher’s Welcome

Cont. Over
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arrange for the testing of every child prior to school fully reopening. This will require parental consent and we will prior to 

schools fully reopening, be in contact to agree a suitable time for you (if possible) to attend the centre with your child, to aid 

them in navigating the process and the taking of the samples from their tonsils and nose, for the test to then be proceeded 

on site. Our aim is to ensure all children and colleagues are tested. I would also like to reassure parents, that unlike other 

authorities, this testing will be on-site, rather than at a remote location – I would, therefore, ask for your understanding and 

support, as we are learning a whole new set of guidelines and practices, having never run a test centre previously.

Finally, I would just like to thank those parents and companies who have sought to support our community through the 

pandemic. Be it kind comments, offering to support with testing or companies sponsoring electronic devices or our 

platform, to help in this transition to remote learning. The challenges of remote learning for children, parents, colleagues 

are significant, especially when many parents are also trying to fulfil responsibilities, including trying to work at home 

themselves – it does, therefore, make those gestures of kindness even greater, when I know so many families are themselves 

facing significant challenges feeding themselves, managing work, or coping with a loss of financial income. I know from my 

many conversations this week the impact on individuals. Please do contact the school, if we can support in anyway.

Do have a good weekend.

Mr Britton 
Executive Headteacher
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Key Dates

Autumn Term 2020

Wednesday 9 September 
– Friday 23 October

Monday 2 November 
– Friday 18 December

Spring Term 2021

Monday 4 January 
– Thursday 11 February

Monday 22 February 
– Friday 26 March

Summer Term 2021

Monday 12 April 
– Friday 28 May

Bank Holiday 
Monday 3 May 
(schools closed 
on this date)

Monday 7 June 
– Friday 23 July.

Staff Training Days

Monday 7 September 2020

Tuesday 8 September 2020

Friday 12 February 2021

Monday 12 April 2021

Monday 26 July 2021

I have been thoroughly 
impressed with the conduct, 
dedication, and quality of 
work from all children since 
their return in September 
and I have been consistently 
inspired by Year 11 and 
13 who began this final 
year of assessment in such 
challenging times. Feedback 
from their teachers and those 
that work closely with them 
has been excellent since last 
term began and so while it 
will be a relief for some that 
they do not have to sit full 
examinations of GCSE and 
A Level content during a 
time when their face-to-face 
learning has been disrupted, 
we also feel the frustration 
they must feel about not 
having the chance to show 
what they could do in a timed 
exam. 

In addition to this, we learned this 

week that BTEC examinations for 

Year 11 and 10 – previously permitted 

to go ahead – have been cancelled. 

While we welcome this decision, 

which aligns with the position 

for GCSEs and puts the safety of 

children first, we can again feel what 

a disappointment this will be for 

children: especially given how hard 

they have worked at their revision. 

Next week will see the 

commencement of live tutor time 

activities and mentoring for children 

in all year groups. The schedule for 

these will be uploaded to ClassCharts 

and I am so grateful to colleagues 

for taking time to meet with children 

in addition to uploading content, 

providing online feedback and 

responding to messages. I hope 

that these will provide another 

opportunity for interaction.

Head 
of School

Cont. Over
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Next week will also see the continuation of our Wonder 

Lecture series. 

Tuesday, 2:00pm: Crossing the Rubicon: The Fall of the 
Roman Empire. 

A lecture on Roman history by Mr Sloman that will explore 

the consequences of key moments in history and the 

far reaching legacy of decisions made long ago. This will 

also provide an introduction to our lecture from the York 

Archaeological Trust on Wednesday.

Wednesday 1:00-1:30pm: Caring for gentoos: an 
introduction to the penguins by Mr Wilkinson, Senior 
Aquarist at The Deep. 

We are very aware that given the current restrictions, the 

field trips and even family visits that we would undertake 

in normal times are not possible. Consequently we are 

very grateful to The Deep who have offered to provide our 

children with a weekly tour of the exhibitions, starting with 

the Penguin enclosure. This will be followed by a question 

and answer session.

Wednesday 2:00-2:45pm: The Remains of the Romans by 
the York Archaeological Trust. 

Join a member of the team behind DIG! And the Jorvik 

Viking Museum to look as some artefacts from the Roman 

period as well as to explore the fascinating Roman heritage 

of the area.

Thursday, 2:00-2:45pm: The Tempest: Tragedy, Comedy, 
Oppression and Satire. 

 I would invite all children to join me for an exploration 

of Shakespeare’s last play – one that broke with his 

previous conventions in terms of its structure and explored 

fascinating ideas relevant to the early modern world. I hope 

this will serve as an introduction to the RSC production on 

Friday.

Cont. Over
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Friday, 11:00-11:45am: The Royal Shakespeare Company 
presents Michael Morpurgo’s retelling of Shakespeare’s 
The Tempest. 

Continuing in this season of Shakespeare productions, 

follow this tale of a vengeful wizard, a monster, a magical 

sprite, and a fateful shipwreck.

This week I would also like to say congratulations to Steffi 

Gogean in Year 7, Lily Staveley in Year 8, Emily Chantry in 

Year 9, James Jackson in Year 10, Isla McDaid in Year 11, 

Luke Watson in Year 12, and Elena Lusby in Year 13 for 

achieving the Head of School Award for the most rewards 

this week.

Once more our thoughts go to you and your families during 

this very challenging time. I would also like to say thank-

you again for the positive messages we have continued to 

receive from parents and carers in the last week: it is deeply 

appreciated.

Stay safe and best wishes.

Mr G Davies 
Head of School
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Safeguarding at 
Woldgate School

Helping young 
people to understand 
their feelings

Mr Sloman 
writes:

What’s happening to me?

Thoughts and feelings can be hard to make sense of. You 

might be having new feelings you don’t understand, like:

• just not feeling yourself

• feeling something isn’t right

• finding it hard to enjoy things you normally would, such 

as spending time with friends or doing your favourite 

hobby

• feeling angry or sad

• wanting to be alone

• having strange thoughts that you don’t understand.

If you’re worried about anything you’re experiencing then 

opening up to someone can help. You may just need to 

talk it through – or you may find there is information and 

support out there that can help.

Why am I feeling this way?

There are lots of things that can affect the way you feel, 

like:

• problems at home, school or in relationships

• big changes in your life

• confusion about who you are

• pressure from yourself or others

• feeling lonely or like nobody understands

• worrying about what’s happening in the world

Whatever the reason, you’re not alone and there is support 

available.

When does something become a mental health problem?

A mental health problem is when the way you’re thinking, 

feeling or reacting becomes difficult for you to cope with.

We can all feel worried, down, upset or angry at times and 

this can be normal. But if these feelings last a long time, it 

might be a sign that you need more help. For example, if the 

way you feel:

• affects you most days

• stops you from doing the things you enjoy

• makes you feel like you can’t cope anymore

Mental health problems are really common. They are not 

a sign of weakness and can happen to anyone. Visit www.

mind.org.uk to find out more and how you can get help.

Mr L Sloman 
Deputy Headteacher 
Head of Care and Achievement

During particularly challenging times, our 
feelings can be really upsetting or scary, 
especially if you’re not sure why you feel the 
way you do. Are you feeling upset, scared or 
worried? Are you not sure why? Here is some 
helpful advice about how you can make sense of 
your feelings:
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I am always amazed at how quickly our pupils adapt to 
ever-changing situations and over the last couple of 
weeks I have been so proud of the determination, focus 
and resilience Year 7 and 8 have shown as we have moved 
once more to remote learning. I am also very much aware 
of the strain that this has also put on parents and I am 
so appreciative of your ongoing support as together we 
endeavour to offer the best learning experiences amidst a 
very difficult situation. I would like to take this opportunity 
to mention the following pupils who at the time of writing 
have uploaded the most work to Class Charts- a massive well 
done to you and to all pupils who have submitted amazing work 
this week:

Ms Minton 
writes:

Year 7
Emilia Motiejunaite

Jacob Whittaker

Mischa Herrington

Year 8
Emily Granton

Amelia Bottom

Eloise Dobbins

Please be aware that as of next week pupils will have the opportunity to join an online session with their form group, led 

by their Care and Achievement Co-ordinator. They will be provided with instructions of how to join these sessions on Class 

Charts so please do keep an eye on this. This will be a fantastic opportunity to receive guidance on how to best tackle their 

work but also a chance to see their peers. In the meantime, Mrs Clark and Miss Parkin would like to share something with 

their year groups over the page.

Ms Minton 
Head of Lower School
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Hello Year 7 and a Happy New Year to you all! I hope you had a lovely Christmas break and that you are well. Firstly, I want to 

say a great big well done for adapting so quickly to the changes over the couple of weeks. It’s not the return to school that 

we had hoped for but you have really stepped up to the challenge of learning from home. I’ve seen some really great work 

being uploaded and lots of fantastic feedback from your teachers; you should all be very proud of yourselves - I certainly am! 

Learning from home can be tricky and I know that many of you are missing your friends and seeing staff, so starting next 

week you will be invited to join an online meeting with myself and your classmates. I’m really looking forward to this - it will 

be lovely to see your smiling faces! In the meantime if you have any questions about your work please get in touch with your 

teacher using the chat function on Class Charts. You can also drop me a message if you are finding things hard and would like 

to talk about how to get some help.

Keep working hard and remember to take care of yourself by taking regular breaks from your online learning, drink plenty of 

water, eat healthy snacks, and keep in touch with your friends. Take care and stay safe.

Mrs Clark

Hello Year 8.

It’s great to see so many of you adapting to the challenges of working from home and it’s been wonderful to see the work 

that you are submitting. Please remember to upload your work once you have completed it so that your teachers can give you 

timely feedback, ready for the next piece of work. Please also do get in touch with me if you have any questions and use the 

Class Charts messaging app to speak with your teachers if you are struggling with a topic. 

Stay safe and work hard. 

Miss Parkin

Mrs Clark writes:

Miss Parkin writes:
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interaction and feedback with our pupils. We are here to 

support so please make contact; we know that this is not 

easy for our children; we know how challenging it can be for 

our families.

In the coming weeks our Care and Achievement 

Coordinators will continue that contact with families via 

phone calls and the messaging in Class Charts. We are also 

looking forward to meeting up in our ‘virtual’ pastoral 

meetings. We want to know how things are going, how we 

can support you, but also, to tell you how brilliant you are 

for coping so well in these difficult times. Please keep a look 

out for your appointment times. 

We also look forward to welcoming some of our Year 11s 

back again to complete their Business Studies Exam. It 

was great to see the Sports Studies pupils in on Monday. 

Please remember, that ‘it is never too late to make a good 

impression’, so our expectation is that you will continue to 

work on all of your subjects and submit your work. There is 

lots of learning to be done and evidence to be collected. We 

applaud those of you have engaged so well with your work 

and continue to challenge yourselves to do better. For those 

of you have not yet started, it is not too late so please make 

a start. 

This week, we would like to celebrate the following pupils 

and their families for having submitted the most amount of 

work. Please know that we are proud of each pupil who has 

engaged with their learning. At the end of all this, we will 

have the most independent and resilient young people! We 

As we end another week in 
these strange and challenging 

times, I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank our families for the 
support that they are giving the school and 
their children. As a school, we are working 
tirelessly to produce high quality recorded 
lessons that are clearly presented by your 
child’s teacher. These can be paused, rewound 
and revisited multiple times in order to gain 
a sound understanding of the lesson. We are 
aware of the technical issues, such as loss of 
connectivity or lack of Wi-Fi and devices and 
so having our work on our online platform, My 
Learning, reduces this stress when connection 
is lost. 

MyLearning can be accessed at any time of the day, and 

for those of you who love a challenge, please visit the 

lessons at Key Stage 4 and 5! You can get a good idea of 

the challenge and excitement in the coming years in your 

favourite subjects! It can also support you with choices 

that you will need to make as you choose your GCSE and A 

level options. How impressed will your teachers be if you 

uploaded an A level piece of work, whilst still only in Year 9! 

Woldgate is following the models recommended by 

the Department of Education and now, with access to 

messaging in Class Charts, your child can message their 

teachers directly. The live lectures as well as subject support 

provided by Heads of Department, will supplement our 

Mrs Atkinson writes:

Cont. Over
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will be here to celebrate your achievements with your families. 

Please take care of yourselves and each other.

Pupils to celebrate for the amount of work they have submitted. The top 25 in each year are:

 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11
 Rawlings Tommy Scaife Maisy Kennedy Rosie
 Kennedy William Young Chris Farmery Claire
 Narey Zoe Whiley Henry McDaid Isla
 Northcott Liam Lund Reece Woodward James
 Massey Chloe Wood Phoebe-Sophie Cooper Holly
 Greatorex Stephen Jackson James Sissons Melanie
 Stables Joshua Collins Lily Crawford Luke
 Ella Hattie O’Brien Eve Chantry Thomas
 Johnson Lucy Thrower Lydia Wheatley Amy
 Chantry Emily Knight Sam Warne Emma
 Chi Leo Wilson Amelia Johnson Holly
 Harris Eva Benson Charlie Fitt Katie
 Noakes Nathan McCart Harry Corringham Amy
 Lund Ellie Richardson James Heseltine Emily
 Hallam Luke Smales Maddie Gogean Elena
 Osborne Joseph Burki Fabian Room Catherine
 Pearson Ollie Waller Ruby Hardcastle Jessica
 Huby Freya Searstone Laurelle Cook Harry
 Farmery Ellen Page Finlay Lister Daniel
 McKie Magnus Afford Gracie Hare Emily
 Rozanska Malwina Cadwallender Jens Codling-Reed Alannah
 Lazenby Rebecca Dempster Luci Taylor Freddie
 Gibbens Lily Foggin Henry Meek-Grane Joshua
 Thompson Katie Wood Joseph Chadwick Freya
 Pratt Ellie McKie Noah Abrathat Jamie

Mrs I Atkinson 
Head of Upper School
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Mrs Lawson writes:

We have really missed all of our Sixth Form students again this week, but it has 
been lovely to speak to many of them and to have the chance to check in. Students 

have been using the new chat function in ClassCharts to get in touch with their 
subject teachers with any questions and I have been so impressed with how our Sixth Formers are 
engaging with their home learning. Students have also been responding to messages from Mrs 
Bourne, our Sixth Form Care and Achievement Co-ordinator, and letting us know how they are 
getting on - we cannot tell you how much this brightens our day.

We are really looking forward to seeing students (albeit virtually) when we start the subject and well-being clinics next week. 

This will be an opportunity for students to check in with their subject teachers, ask any questions, and see other members of 

their classes. There will also be a pastoral well-being check in each week with Mrs Bourne who will be offering support and 

guidance to students, or just the chance to see a friendly face!

For our Year 13 students who are applying to university, we are continuing to support students remotely with their UCAS 

applications and personal statements. We were pleased to hear the decision that UCAS have extended their deadline slightly 

to ensure that no student is disadvantaged as a result of the current school closures, and we expect to have all applications 

submitted by the end of next week. We will then continue to support students over the coming weeks with advice around 

student finance and next steps. Year 13 students can also use the Wellbeing Seminars to ask any questions around their plans 

for next year.

Mrs Lawson 

Head of Sixth Form
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Mrs Geary writes:

I hope that you and your 
families are well? I think that 

it is right to acknowledge how 
hard this time is for all of us. In some 

ways, people are looking back with nostalgia 
at the first “Lockdown” which seemed to be 
heralded with sunny days and daily exercise 
taken in the countryside whilst appreciating 
nature. Cold January days are very different and 
the quotation which keeps cropping up for me is 
the phrase Macbeth uses to describe his mental 
state: “Cabined, cribb’d, confined” for us, it may 
be physical, but also an acknowledgement that 
our anxieties and fears can feel overwhelming. 
(Clearly that’s where the similarity ends.)

I heard of a pre-Covid-19 study where longer term patients 

in hospitals had a better recovery rate if they were situated 

near a window on the ward and could see the changing 

weather and nature from their beds. The access to natural 

light also helped them to feel more positive about their stay 

and led to them getting better quicker.

As we spend longer and longer in front of screens and often 

in dim light, it is so important to be aware that even a little 

sunlight can help us through these difficult days.

Even though it may seem as there is little to focus on in 

winter, we know that nature still carries on and there is 

always something to notice. Woldgate School has signed up 

for The RSPB School Bird Watch. https://www.rspb.org.uk/

fun-and-learning/for-teachers/schools-birdwatch/

The annual bird count is underway and we can submit out 

findings until 22nd February 2021. It would be great if 

you could count the birds which you see in your garden or 

on your daily exercise. Complete the tick list and return it 

office@woldgate.net FAO Mrs Geary by half term. There are 

other activities on the RSPB website such as making suet 

and nut logs or Crumble Pastry maggots! Housepoints will 

be on offer for any entries, so let’s see which house are the 

best ornithologists!

 There is also a Wild Challenge which some pupils might be 

interested in? The areas of challenge are Help Nature and 

Experience Nature. For more information email office@

woldgate.net FAO Mrs Geary.

It would be wonderful if you could record your activities 

and we would love to see any drawings or photos. You could 

always send a “Tweet”!

Mrs S Geary 
Head of Inclusion
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Please circle the number that shows the most of each species that you see together at the same time.
Write the number in the space provided if you see more than 10.

What did you see?
Your name

Woodpigeon Blackbird

More than 10 More than 10

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 6 7 8 9 10

Carrion crow House sparrow

More than 10 More than 10

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 6 7 8 9 10

Starling Black-headed gull

More than 10 More than 10

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 6 7 8 9 10

Magpie Blue tit

More than 10 More than 10

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 6 7 8 9 10

Robin Feral pigeon

More than 10 More than 10

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 6 7 8 9 10

Great tit Chaffinch

More than 10 More than 10

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 6 7 8 9 10

For more information, visit: rspb.org.uk/schoolswatch

The RSPB is a registered charity in England & Wales 207076, in Scotland SC037654.   
Drawings by Mike Langman.  327-0089-20-21

RSPB Wildlife Explorers  
is the junior membership 
of the RSPB.
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Rewards
Our school motto is ‘Everything you do should be worthy of great merit, character 

and value’, and every day our pupils’ efforts, contributions and achievements are 

recognised with rewards that reflect these values. Our pupils understand these 

core values as being the foundation of successful learning, and a successful life, 

and each of the rewards holds a special significance:

MERIT 121,341

A
ct

s 
of

 G
re

at TOTAL 
HOUSE 

POINTS:

22,020VALUE 5,643

CHARACTER 10,754

House Points
Every pupil belongs to one of our five Houses, representing our local countryside. Pupils can be awarded House points for 

exceptional contributions to school life, and for participating in House competitions and events, and all rewards contribute to 

each House reward total:

House rewards since September:

27,910 27,149

28,384

30,74129,676

Newsletter

www.woldgate.net Issue 227 January 2021 Page 25@Woldgate WoldgateSchool

Issue 227 January 2021Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Of great merit, 
character and value



Acts of Great Merit
The quality of being particularly good or worthy, especially 

deserving of praise or reward. For example, the production 

of an outstanding piece of classwork, home learning or an 

outstanding assessment outcome.

The pupils with the highest Great Merit awards this week 

are:

Year 7: Oliver Peacock

Year 8: Lily Staveley

Year 9: Emily Chantry

Year 10: James Jackson

Year 11: Holly Johnson

Year 12: Luke Watson

Year 13: Elena Lusby

Acts of Great Character
The moral qualities that define an individual. For example, 

demonstrating kindness, offering support or actively 

engaging with the wider community.

The pupils with the highest Great Character awards this 

week are:

Year 7: Rhianna Watts

Year 8: Aimee Robinson

Year 9: Oliver Newton

Year 10: Phoebe-Sophie Wood

Year 11: Libby Skelding

Year 12: Bella Aaltio

Year 13: Arielle Jones

Acts of Great Value
The principles or standards of conduct we work to; those 

acts and skills that are valued by our wider society. For 

instance, the ability to demonstrate emotional intelligence, 

to communicate effectively or be a leader of a team.

The pupils with the highest Great Value awards this week 

are:

Year 7: William Best

Year 8: James Artemiou

Year 9: Hattie Ella

Year 10: Harry McCart

Year 11: Adam Benson

Year 12: Jacob Leatherbarrow

Year 13: Molly Cook

Please discuss these values with 
your child, and do regularly look at 

your child’s rewards on the 
ClassCharts Parents’ App.

Every week, our Newsletter 
and weekly pupil briefing 

highlights examples of our pupils 
demonstrating each of these 

values, and we encourage all of 
our pupils to embody each of these 

values in everything they do.
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Care and Achievement 
Coordinators

Year 7
Mrs S Clark

07790 987139

sclark@woldgate.net

Year 10
Miss S Black

07790 987142

sblack@woldgate.net

Year 8
Miss G Parkin

07790 987137

gparkin@woldgate.net

Year 11
Mrs C Wright

07790 987007

cwright@woldgate.net

Year 9
Mr M Elwers

07790 987131

melwers@woldgate.net

Sixth Form
Mrs R Bourne

07790 987009

rbourne@woldgate.net
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